
Praise for What I Wish I Knew Hollywood

 “[T. R's book proves]—it’s the time before you make it that’s interesting.” 

 —Steve Martin 

 "This book offers insights to help you pursue your dreams with your eyes wide
open. Success in Hollywood takes great patience and determination. Knowing this
helps you prepare for each battle you face along the way."  

 —James Pickens Jr., Actor, ABC's Grey’s Anatomy

 "The book isn't intended to stop people from following their bliss, but is a
wake-up call. If you can't take the treatment in these pages, stay away from
Hollywood. If these stories help you see a way to exploit the system, you may well have
what it takes to survive and even prosper there."

 —Scriptwriting Secrets 

 "Extremely entertaining and honest."

 —Jay Herman

 "This book should be required reading for every performing arts program in
the country. It is required reading for anyone looking to learn more about Hollywood
either before they go to Hollywood  or before they give up on their dreams and leave. -5
Stars"

 —Book Maven Reviews

 “[T. R. shows you why] you need to be prepared to be rejected. You have to
know that what someone says [about you] doesn’t determine who you are. If you
believe everything they say about you when you’re hot and on top of the charts, what
happens when they’re done with you—are you what they say you are then? You have
to know who you are from within.”

 —Chante Moore, Grammy-Nominated R&B Singer

  “Glad someone told the truth… As a parent of child actors, I found this book
to be so poignant, honest and revelatory that I bought several copies to distribute to
other showbiz. The author took an inscrutable and complex industry, and made it
understandable, accessible and transparent. You know you have a GREAT book when



you don’t have to think twice about handing it out to friends in Hollywood.”

 —Francis Newman, parent of child actors 

 Locke's book is not a cynical warning to those who might be foolish enough to
go after their dreams in Hollywood, rather, Locke’s message is, "Don't be afraid to
come, but here are the weapons you'll need - just be ready." The entertainment value
of the stories alone were worth the price of this book. I laughed out loud several times
when reading it and I read it in just two sittings over the course of two days. And
whether or not I do as Mr. Locke and follow my bliss to Hollywood, this book was
completely worth it.”

 —J Trujillo, Professor, CUNY 

 “I strongly suggest that all artists consider reading this account of what it is
truly like to move away from family and friends, follow your dreams and quickly
discover that talent has nothing to do with being discovered in a town that has a
plethora of amazing writers, actors, producers, and musicians.”

 —Tarsha Proctor, Producer
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 Introduction:

 The Backside of Mount Hollywood

 From where I sit writing this, in a converted garden shed in my backyard in
Burbank, California, I can see the backside of Mount Hollywood. People familiar with
Los Angeles know that behind the most famous mountain in the world sits the San
Fernando Valley. Beyond that are more mountains and valleys, the Mojave Desert, and
eventually Las Vegas.
   For those of us who live in The Valley, as it’s called, we rarely see the famous
face of that mountain where “HOLLYWOOD” is sprawled out in giant white letters. And
yet, half of the studios—Warner Bros., Disney, NBC, ABC, the WB network, and
Universal are back here with us. Sony (Columbia) is all the way down in Culver City
near LAX and Fox is over in Century City near Beverly Hills. In fact, the only major
studio in Hollywood is Paramount, and it is also the only one with a view of the
Hollywood sign.
   I think the fact that most of the folk in the industry don’t see that sign is a good
metaphor. Most people in the world understand Hollywood from the perspective of the
front of that sign—the searchlight glamour, the glory, the magic. This book is about
what’s behind that sign—the backside most folk in the industry see every day, but the
side people outside the industry never see.
   This book is about the real world that hundreds of thousands of writers, actors,
filmmakers, comedians, singers, dancers, models, producers, makeup artists, editors, and
other dreamers experience each morning in the real Hollywood.
   Back here it’s not as glamorous or exciting, but it is intriguing. Most superstars
have lived at least some of this life before they made it, so it is part of their story, too—
the part left on the cutting room floor.
   Either way, I can say this book holds what I wish I knew before I moved here.
Call it a prospectus or a market analysis to review before you or your loved one invests.
And if you have no Hollywood dreams, enjoy it with the type of detached curiosity you
might have when visiting a strange new zoo. Hopefully, the antics of the creatures herein
will keep you entertained.
   Or… consider other dreams you may have—ones you may be thinking of
pursuing but perhaps haven’t begun to go after yet—the business you want to start, the
Peace Corps service you want to experience, the property you want to buy, the child you
want to adopt. Dreamers, aspirants, and yearners – these are the people for whom I’ve
written this book. People who, in some way, sense there is a more interesting road to
travel. People who find the idea of trying something completely new and different both
terrorizing and tantalizing. People who know in their gut that one day they will. They will
buy that motorcycle. They will parachute from 30,000 feet. They will become a
millionaire. This book is for dreamers and those who know and love them.
   You don’t know me—not yet. But my original impulse to write this book came
from an experience I had in a meeting with a production company (prodco), the details of



which I shared with a screenwriters group I attend. The group members suggested I share
that story and others like it with you. It’s a cautionary tale that you may find has a lot of
resonance with your world.
   A few years ago I read books by two of Hollywood’s most famous
screenwriters: William Goldman’s Adventures in the Screen Trade, and a memoir by Joe
Eszterhas—Hollywood Animal.
   Goldman weaves his stories of firsthand encounters with classic movie stars like
Robert Redford and Dustin Hoffman with charm and wit and a hint of cynicism.
   Eszterhas, famous in Hollywood for his madman temper (after he allegedly
pulled a knife at a meeting with his agent), and for penning some of the most expensive
scripts ever sold, notably Flashdance and Basic Instinct, writes scathing criticism of the
Hollywood machine and his bouts with drugs, alcohol, debauchery and movie stars to
help himself cope.
   After reading their books, I realized that although I had stories of life in
Hollywood, none of them involved gratitude sex from Sharon Stone for making her a
star, as Eszterhas had claimed. Nor had any of my stories involved me measuring my
height against Sylvester Stallone’s in some swimming pool in Cannes, France, as
Goldman did. I had pulled no knives on powerful agents, nor gone on Hemingway-like
rum and cocaine binges. None of my stories included million-dollar paychecks (let alone
the $30M Eszterhas has allegedly made from his scripts) because I had yet to sell
anything.
      I had, however, met a few successful people, a ton of wannabes and
pretenders, and more people on their way down than I even imagined existed. I’d seen
stars at amusement parks with their families, in grocery stores, in Home Depot, at some
event I’d gotten invited to, or driving behind me on the Ventura Freeway, but never in
any real meetings.   Sure I could reach out and touch them (if I wanted to get arrested),
but it was almost as if they lived on the other side of a mirror. I could see them, and yet
speaking, smiling, or nodding to them was just as likely ignored as met with a response in
kind. To them I didn’t really exist. I was a nobody, so getting them to read my script so
they would ultimately make my movie? That involved penetrating the actor’s force field
—their agent, who first applied his decontaminate and safety tests before that star, only
two feet away from me, would ever read my script. Unfortunately, the first
decontamination test the agents applied was called “Cash Attached,” which my scripts
always failed—I’ll explain why later. 
   Nonetheless, I did have a Hollywood story, just not one played out in front of the
sign under blazing searchlights. Mine took place behind the sign—in the shadows cast by
those giant white letters.
   My story is valid and just as absurd as the ones you see on TV. People said they
couldn’t wait to read my Hollywood Insider Memoir. They assumed I’d write it after I’d
had gratitude sex with Sharon Stone (or to update it a bit, Gabrielle Union) and after I’d
gotten that million-dollar check, abused drugs and thrown up in the grotto at the Playboy
Mansion.
   Screw that. Who knows if Hollywood would ever appreciate my writing? In
essence, my fellow writers and I were doing just what we complained Hollywood did—
we were waiting on me to succeed before believing anyone would care about what I had
to say.



   So at that point it hit me. If I waited until I was a successful screenwriter, my
book wouldn’t be much different from Goldman’s or Eszterhas’. But even more
importantly, if I waited, I would forget the irritation, disillusionment and pain that
motivate me now. I would happily forget about the players that lied to me and, in
essence, the very soul of this book would be lost to time.
   After all, that’s what happens with success—you forget the pain because you’re
too busy going to parties with the same assholes who crapped on you before. But right
now, right here, I’m in the midst of my struggle.
   Three years ago my manager called and told me he was getting out of the movie
production and management business to be dean of external development for Loyola
Marymount Film School.
   “Loyola Marymount? But you’re Jewish!” I reminded him.
   “I’ve got two kids in college and I need to watch out for the future. I’m sorry.
I’ll still do everything I can to help you out.”
   “Can you refer me to another manager?”
   “Sure.”
   He didn’t. We chatted a few times off and on, mostly e-mails, a lunch or two. No
referrals until it was too late. But that story comes later, too.
   See, if I waited until I “succeeded” to write this, he’d be back in the business,
ready to produce my next script, and reminding me how he was the first one to believe in
me and try to seriously get my film made. I would have to admit he was right. Somehow I
would have linked my success to his initial encouragement and maybe even given him
credit for leaving me, which, no doubt, led to my pushing open doors myself, which I’d
have never done if he had stayed. We’d be friends again and I could never talk about him
like I can now.
   Not only did my manager quit, but shortly afterwards, I fired my agent. 
   Let me write that again. Not only did my manager quit, but shortly afterwards, I
fired my agent. 
   I wrote that line twice because I didn’t believe it myself the first time. It’s
unusual for a writer who hasn’t sold to even land an agent. In fact, there are plenty of
writers who sold something who can’t even get an agent. To fire one is an act of self-
destruction tantamount to crack abuse. After I fired my agent, I spent some time in
depression, and I just stopped writing anything except journal entries. Then I shifted
gears to take advantage of the booming L.A. real estate market.
   That is until recently, when the L.A. real estate market tanked and a producer,
who happened to read something I had written in an e-mail to some friends, called and
told me I was an amazing writer and I should turn that particular e-mail into a script. I’m
in the process of negotiating the contract on that script now. Amazing.
   So, after months of depression, and now a couple more years of experiences, I’m
ready to write about agents, managers, producers, directors, and all the other insanity I’ve
encountered on my journey here in Hollywood.
   In thinking about the structure of this book, I figured I should explore how the
hell I got here in the first place. So, with that, a third catalyst to write this book kicked in:
What made me think I could make it as a Hollywood screenwriter? What did I think
Hollywood was about? And would I have sold my stuff and moved here had I known
then what I know now?



   My personal answer is “hell no!” But that’s because of what I had to deal with
naively, and the pain it brought into my life. Had I known beforehand to expect it, maybe
it wouldn’t have hurt so badly, or at least I would have been better prepared. That’s my
hope for you as you read this.
   My answer is moot because I didn’t know. I didn’t have the advantage of
someone giving me the inside “really real” on what’s up out here.
   The way I see it, the picture people get of Hollywood is way too distorted to
understand clearly. Maybe the fact that our culture is celebrity and money-obsessed
makes the lure of this city irresistible.
   Or maybe writers, actors, and other artists like me see movies, think they are so
cool, and just want to be part of that world without having any clear notion of what that
world—the real one, not the movie or TV version— looks like, feels like, or is.
   There is something pristine about our mental vision of a world we do not yet
know. For nearly fifty years Captain Kirk and crew of the Starship Enterprise have been
flying about the universe having adventures in world-class luxury.  Star Trek represents a
vision of space travel. When I was a child watching Star Trek I wanted to join Star Fleet.
But when I grew up and saw real astronauts using all their massive brain power just to
figure out how to stay on the toilet in zero gravity, my perspective of life in space altered
forever. For now, the fantasy of space travel is greater than the reality.
  Part of my attraction to Hollywood, in fact, is its ability to take the worlds that
writers and directors imagine and allow others to see them, too. In that sense, Hollywood
seems a magical place ruled by talent, imagination and creativity. "Seems" that is. There
are rumors that it used to be, but today Hollywood is ruled by corporations just like the
one where you probably work. 
   Why don't we know more about what life is really like in Hollywood?  Part of
the reason is because cameras usually only follow the stars and the ones who have
succeeded and who live the dream. Those stars are the ones who have the most at stake in
maintaining the fantasy of Hollywood.  Stars want you to believe they are as brilliant as
the characters they play in movies--not that a writer wrote their words after days and days
of careful thought, editing, rewriting and reediting. They want you to believe they are as
cool, brave, wild and crazy, too--that they would jump from a plane, disarm a terrorist,
out run the cops and beat up a kung-fu master. And they want you to believe they are as
beautiful and glamorous as the make up artists and costume designers make them appear.
 But they aren't . 
   Yet that’s what all the other books have been about. That’s what we’re drawn to
—the spotlight side of the Hollywood sign. But to get to that side, most come this way,
the way I came—through dark shadows, without a map. Let this book be that map.
    By the way, I’m not some guy fresh off the bus. I do have some success. I still
have two agents—at least I do as I start to write this book—a theatrical acting agent and a
commercial acting agent. I’ve booked national commercials and TV shows and I’ve had
money—real money—offered for my scripts. Yet this “success” hasn’t been enough to
make a living by itself. Not in California. Not even close. This new deal I’m negotiating
now may change all that, but for now, I do better with books.
    So read on. Maybe you save yourself or a loved one some serious pain.  Or
maybe you figure out a better way to make it, or some shortcut. Or you polish your stuff
in your hometown and e-mail it to Hollywood instead of moving here. That way you



don’t stand too close to the vampire that lives by sucking the life-blood from your
creative heart.
    There’s crazy crap  in these pages. Better it be on these pages than on a plate set
before you to eat. Here’s what I wish I knew before I came here—the benign and the
terrifying.
   Before we get to that though, this next chapter looks at why I became a writer
and what made me think I could make it in Hollywood. It’s important because it looks at
what factors in life and personality can combine to make a person give up the safe path to
pursue something risky.
   Admittedly, that part is more memoir than help—although I believe people who
pursue dreams in Hollywood (or anywhere else for that matter) share similar traits. My
particular story is about a successful married man in his late twenties and early thirties,
with a family, who decided to leave a comfortable job and business, sell his home and
rental properties and move himself and his family two thousand miles across the country
to follow a dream. 
  If you are eighteen or twenty, single and uncommitted, that story may not be very
relevant to you. You're not looking for a house; you'll crash on your friend's sofa. You
don't really have anything to lose yet. You are young and this town loves young people--
fresh blood...mmm. So if you just want to know what things you should know before you
come to Hollywood—or before you give up and leave—you can skip the next few pages
and get right to the chapter titled, "Welcome to Hollywood" or even the chapters I call
"WIKs" for the things I "Wish I Knew."   
   However, if you are considering selling your house, or moving your wife away
from her mother or uprooting your kids to venture out after a dream, do not skip Part One
entitled "Dreams."
   Finally, through many years of living here, I’ve come to know quite a few
people who’ve made successful careers. The fourth reason for writing this book was a
desire to know what those who’ve already succeeded actually experienced behind the
Hollywood sign on their way to success. That section of this book is entitled “What They
Wish They Knew.” That section contains my interviews with successful Hollywood
players, including writers, Emmy-winning film and TV producers, comedians, award-
winning actors, Grammy-nominated singers, platinum-selling hip-hop producers, award-
winning TV stars, and more. Take advantage of the advice they have to offer to someone
looking to make it in Hollywood. What they share may stun you, but their insights are
invaluable in understanding the world as it works here.
      I hope this book helps you or someone you love shortcut past years of
emotional and financial pain on the road to your dreams. Along the way, I hope you get
some good laughs out of it, too. –TRL
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